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Union County Schools Superintendent Dr. Fred Rayfield
explains to the students that the future is waiting for them.
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to making sure these students
are successful. We pledge that
today as a school system and as
a community.”

The scholarship is part
of a larger program, Gov.
Nathan Deal’s Complete
College Georgia initiative,
which focuses on graduating
an additional 250,000 college
students across the state by the
year 2020.

REACH (Realizing
Educational Achievement
Can Happen) is Georgia’s first
needs-based public/private
scholarship program, and
will be accepted at any post-
secondary school in the state.

Some institutions in the
area, such as Young Harris
College and North Georgia
Technical College, are
matching or double-matching
the scholarship amount, turning
the $10,000 award into a
possible $20,000 or $30,000
school credit.

Scholarship funds are
provided by private funds and
donations from the area, and
each school system involved
can determine how many
students can be brought into
the program based on these
resources.

The program begins in
the eighth grade, including
a mentorship and academic
advisement throughout the
scholar’s secondary school
career. Students are matched
with their mentors at the
beginning of their ninth-grade
year, allowing the mentors to
fully invest in the student’s life,
offering support and guidance
when needed.

Scholars are also
designated a school academic
coach who will monitor the
student’s progress and needs,
providing additional academic
and social support when needed
as well as helping the scholar
develop educational and career
plans.

Through the program,
students are given the

opportunity to participate in
services to give back to the
community, attend leadership
seminars, and even include
parents and guardians in
program activities and events.

“T would like to share a
quote with you from Aristotle,”
said Dr. Rayfield. “‘You are
what you repeatedly do.
Excellence, then, is not an act
but a habit.’

“Itis very clear and very
apparent that all the students
who were recognized today
have chosen for excellence
to be a habit, a way of life,
and a way that they approach
everything in front of them.

“It’s not a random act.
It’s not something that happens
every six weeks or nine weeks
or a year. These students have
decided to excel academically,
everyday. They have decided
to handle discipline and
responsibility the right way,
everyday.

“They have decided that
attendance is a priority. They
have chosen excellence as a
way of life. They have chosen
torise above the rest and be very
successful. For that, my hat is
off to you. Congratulations on
that choice.”

While the scholarship
is awarded to the students at
the end of their high school
careers, scholars are expected to
maintain a 2.5 GPA and keep up
attendance and a good behavior
record throughout high school
to stay in the program.

As the five lucky students
with their parents and guardians
signed the contracts, they
agreed to put their best feet
forward as they move into the
rest of their academic careers,
beginning the journey toward a
lifetime of success.

The recipients of the
award are as follows: Hannah
Curry, UCMS; Ivey Garret,
UCMS; Chloe Jump, UCMS;
Russell Ponder, Woody Gap
School; and Braden Snow,
UCMS.
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706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter » Sasha Watson

WAZOO! QUILTING
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Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around
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Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
FREE 706-835-1209 f
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Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

'-“ Flip Varney

" t‘ | Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Blue Ridgc ﬁaintingscr:iécs i

Paint & Staining Specialist - 25 Years Experience!

Now taking reservations
for Interior Repaints

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

Now accepting major credit cards!

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

UPHOLSTERY REPAIRS BY
S KL
SeaMS SEw SimpLE UPHOLSTERY

seamssewsimplega@gmail.com
Furniture Boats and More

235 Old Farm View
Blairsville, Ga 30512

239-963-7166
Joseph Janicki

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Guided Trail Ride

¥ Fall Foliage from Horseback #

Book now for your fall foliage
ride in one of North Georgia’s
most beautiful mountain settings

706-745-5252
One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides
through serene woods, open meadows and

mountain streams. Reservations recommended ... 1.ackrockStables.com

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Better
o HHomes

and Gardens.

metrobrokers
 Com !
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REAL ESTATE

Nicole Lands you the
& home of your dreams!!!
nicole.lands@metrobrokers.com

706-994-3814 ~ Cell
706-781-1884 ~ Office

63 Plott St. Suite A
Blairsville, GA 30512
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Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I

wwuw. Iffc.com BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

st
Franklin

V= o and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
Financial

Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.
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* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy

cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia

Dine In & Carry Out
Burgers * Philly’s
Hot Dogs * Sandwiches
Ice Cream
Root Beer Floats

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

HEARIN

of North Georgia

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000




